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The defenders of the classical system say that
it fortifies the mind and makes it a strong and
vigorous instrument. Where is the proof of it ?
It is true that it fortifies and invigorates minds
which have, to start with, plenty of grip and
interest ; but pure classics are, as the results
abundantly prove, too hard a subject for ordi-
nary minds, and they are taught in too abstruse
and elaborate a way. If it were determined by
the united good sense of educational authorities
that Latin and Greek must be retained at all
costs, then the only thing to do would be to
sacrifice all other subjects, and to alter all the
methods of teaching the classics. I do not think
it would be a good solution ; but it would be
better than the present system of intellectual
starvation.
The truth is that the present results are so
poor that any experiments are justified. The
one quality which you can depend upon in boys
is interest, and interest is ruthlessly sacrificed.
When I used to press this fact upon my sterner
colleagues, they would say that I only wanted
to make things amusing, and that the result
would be that we should only turn out amateurs.
But amateurs are at least better than barbarians ;